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Introduction

Over the last thirby years I have written about a hundred
short stories, in such varied locales as wartime RAF camps,
islands on the Great Barrier Reef, New york hotels, \{iami
apartments, London suburbs, transatlantic liners, and Cinna_
mon Gardens, Colombo. They have appeared in magazines
ranging from Astounding Stories to Vogue, ftom GaIaxE f,o
Playbog, and since lg53 have been published in the five col-
lections: Erpedition to Earth, Reach lor Tomorrow, Tales from
the "lYhite Hart," The Other Sftle of the Sky, and, Tales of
Ten lYorlds. In addition, these stories have appeared in vari-
ous combinations with six novels in the anthologies Across the
Sea of Stars, From the Ocean, From the Sfors, and prelude
to Mars. This is all very satisfying, but for some time I have
felt the need for a single volume eontaining the stories which
I like best.

Every author must have his favorite stories, though he
would often be hard put to give reasons for his preferences.
Sometimes these may be completely illogical-or at least un_
literary. A story written at a time and place associated with
pleasant memories may be more highly rated, in retrospect,
than a much better tale provoked by unhappiness o" p"nu"y
-the two greatest sponsors of arb.

Whether this selection is free from such bias, I have no
idea; whatever the reasons may be, these are my favorites.

Neu'York
August 1966

Arthu.r C. Clarhe
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The Mne Billion fr{ames of God

The title story was written,'for uant of anything better to do,
during a rainE weehend at the Rooseuelt Hotel. Its basic
arithmetic was later challenged ba J.'8. S. Haldane, btrt I
manageil to saue the situation bg alpharru"menc euasions
those precise nuture now escapes me.

"J. B.5." also remarked of this story, and"The Star" (q.v.):

"Yo1t. are one of the uerg few liuing persons uho has uritten
anything originnl about God. You haue in f act written seueral
nttr.tually incompatible things. Il gou had stuck to one theo-
logical hypothesis gou might haue been a serious publ;ic dan-
ger." I am glad oJ my self -contradiction, preterring to rem,ain
a prophet uith a small p.

){euertheless, I appear to haue created a durable myth: not
long ago, a radio talk on the BBC referced to the opening
situation of this story as actual fact. And now that IBXI com-
pttters haue entered the fi'eld of biblical scholarship, perhaps

this theme is coming alittle closer to reality.

.'\\ rl,t.><' ,  , ' l \ \

'This is a slightly unusual request," said Dr. Wagner, with
n'hat he hoped was commendable restraint. "As far as I know,
:r's the first time anyone's been asked to supply a Tibetan
:rionastery with an Automatic Sequence Computer. I don't wish

:o be inquisitive, but I should hardly have thought that your
-ah-establishment had much use for such a machine. Could

1'ou explain just what you intend to do with it?"
"Gladly," replied tlie lama, readjusting his silk robes and

carefully putting away the slide rule he had been using for
3
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